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20/02/1998 



Applicant 

E.I. DU PONT DE NEMOURS AND COMPANY et al. 



1. The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transnnits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Officeis, the international Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the Intemational Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the intemational application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the intemational preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concemed. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Name and mailing address of the I PEA/ 



European Patent Office 
0-80298 Munich 

Tel. 449 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Abadia, N 

Tel. +49 89 2399^2746 



Form PCT/IPeA/416 (July 1992) 



^^TENT COOPERATION TR^^Y 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY.EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
14597PC EIP 772 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/fPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/EP99/00758 


international filing date (day/month/year) 
05/02/1999 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
20/02/1998 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or nat 
B65H20/14 


jonai classification and IPC 


Applicant 

E.i. DU PONT DE NEMOURS AND COMPANY et ai. 



1 , This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 



and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative instructions under the PCT), 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I S Basis of the report , 

II □ Priority 

III □ Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV S Lack of unity of invention 

V 8i Reasoned statement under Article 35(2)- with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations suporting such statement 

VI □ Certain documents cited 

VII □ Certain defects in the international application 

VIII □ Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
11/08/1999 


Date of completion of this report 

1 10.99 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

^ European Patent Office 

^ D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 23^9 - 0 Tx: 5236S6 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

J) 1) 

Herry-Martin. D }J 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 2060 



Form PCT/1 PEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/EP99/00758 



L Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -28 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1 /i 9_i 9/1 9 as originally filed 



2. The amendnnents have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (sonne of) the annendnnents had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VHI, Sheet 1) (January 1994) 





INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT Internationa! application No. PCT/EP99/00758 

2. ta This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1 . 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

H not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the intemational application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report: 

IS all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 1-28 
Claims 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 1-28 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 1 -28 
Claims 



2 



Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-Vlil. Sheet 2) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY international application No. PCT/EP99/00758 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET ^ 



Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 

The claims do not fullfill the requirements of Rule 13 PCT, because claims 26-28 
are not so linked to claims 1 and/or 15 as to form a single general inventive 
concept. 

The separate inventions are: 

-Claims 1-25 : apparatus and method for cutting and feeding a web. 
-Claims 26-28 : edge channel 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The invention starts from the document US-A-3 756 527. 

The aim of the invention is to provide an apparatus and a method for cutting of a 
web conveyed along a conveyance direction, as well as an edge channel offering 
a safe and easy cutting and feeding of the web into the processing line and 
affording automatic thread up. 

This aim is achieved in that it comprises central cutting means and at least one 
channel for taking up the edge into the processing line, showing a section 
substantially closed and comprising movable lids. 

No document of the state of the art (only A-documents) presents these features. 
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JENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
14597PC EIP 


CQR FURTHER s®® Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 

(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 


International application No. 
PCT/EP 99/00758 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

05/02/1999 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

20/02/1998 


Applicant 

E.I, DU PONT DE NEMOURS AND COMPANY et al . 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the Internationa) Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 2 sheets. 

[T] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

I I the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 

furnished 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. Q Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

pr| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

pr| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box til. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 12A 



|X| as suggested by the applicant. O None of the figures. 

I I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



I ntern ational Application No 

99/00758 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 6 B65H20/14 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 6 B65H D21G F26B 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category " Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



US 3 756 527 A (DU PONT DE NEMOURS) 

4 September 1973 

cited in the application 

US 3 743 197 A (DU PONT DE NEMOURS) 
3 July 1973 

cited in the application 



Relevant to claim No. 



□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C 



Patent family members are listed In annex. 



** Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



'T" later document published after the intematlonal filing date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an Inventive step when the document Is taken alone 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent family 
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Date of the actual completion of the international search 

7 June 1999 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

14/06/1999 


Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Loncke, J 



Form PCT/tSA/21 0 (second sheet) (July 1 992) 
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international Application No 

^^^EP 99/00758 


Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 



us 3756527 



04-09-1973 



CA 
CA 
DE 
FR 
GB 
LU 
NL 



954546 
973215 
2154119 
2111916 
1338440 
64175 
7114922 



10-09-1974 
19-08-1975 
04-05-1972 
09-06-1972 
21-11-1973 
28-06-1972 
03-05-1972 



US 3743197 


A 


03-07-1973 


CA 


989433 


A 


18-05-1976 








DE 


2240285 


A 


01-03-1973 








FR 


2150136 


A 


30-03-1973 








GB 


1397640 


A 


11-06-1975 








JP 


48028865 


A 


17-04-1973 








LU 


65906 


A 


15-01-1973 








NL 


7211154 


A 


20-02-1973 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 1992) 



iTENT COOPERATION TR 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 




Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
14597PC EIP 772 



International application No. 
PCT/EP99/00758 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Notification of Transnnittal of International 
Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
05/02/1999 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
20/02/1 998 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B65H20/14 



Applicant 

E.I. DU PONT DE NEMOURS AND COMPANY et al. 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I S Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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□ 


III 


□ 


IV 




V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 
11/08/1999 


Date of completion of this report 

f 1 10. 9S 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining autfiority: 

^ European Patent Office 

^ D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer 

Herry-Martin, D 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 2060 


f J>| 



Form PCT/IPE A/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/EP99/00758 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis ot {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -28 as originally tiled 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/19-19/19 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
tV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII. Sheet 1) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



international application No. PCT/EP99/00758 



2. S This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied and chose, according to Rule 

68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1 , 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with. 

H not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary 
examination in establishing this report; 

\S all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-28 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-28 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-28 



2. Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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# 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/EP99/00758 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 

The claims do not fullfill the requirements of Rule 13 PCT, because claims 26-28 
are not so linked to claims 1 and/or 15 as to form a single general inventive 
concept. 

The separate inventions are: 

-Claims 1-25 : apparatus and method for cutting and feeding a web. 
-Claims 26-28 : edge channel 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The invention starts from the document US-A-3 756 527. 

The aim of the invention is to provide an apparatus and a method for cutting of a 
web conveyed along a conveyance direction, as well as an edge channel offering 
a safe and easy cutting and feeding of the web into the processing line and 
affording automatic thread up. 

This aim is achieved in that it comprises central cutting means and at least one 
channel for taking up the edge into the processing line, showing a section 
substantially closed and comprising movable lids. 

No document of the state of the art (only A-documents) presents these features. 
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(51) International Patent Classification 6 
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(11) International Publication Number: WO 99/42394 

(43) International Publication Date: 26 August 1999 (26.08.99) 



(21) International Application Number: PCT/EP99/00758 

(22) International FUing Date: 5 Febmary 1999 (05.02.99) 



(30) Priority Data: 
98400426.7 



20 February 1998 (20.02.98) EP 



(71) Applicant (for all designated States except US): E.I. DU PONT 
DE NEMOURS AND COMPANY [US/US]; 1007 Market 
Street, Wilmington, DE 19898 (US). 

(72) Inventors; and 

(75) Inventors/Applicants (for US only): PETTTJEAN, Gilles 
[BE/BE]; 70, rue du Vallon, B-6700 Arlon (BE). MAR- 
NACH, Joseph. Aloyse [LU/LU]; 69, rue de la Montagne, 
1^-4879 Lamadelaine (LU). NICOLAI, Luc. Marie, Hubert. 
Andr6 [BE/BE]; 492, route de Neufchateau, B-6700 
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(74) Agents: POCHART. Fran9ois et al.; Cabinet 
Hirsch-Desrousseaux-Pochait. 34, rue de Bassano, 
F-75008 Paris (FR). 



(81) Designated States: CN. JP. KR, US, European patent (AT. BE, 
CH, CY. DE. DK, ES, FX, FR. GB, GR. IE, IT. LU. MC. 
NL. PT. SE). 



Published 

With international search report. 

Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the 
claims and to be republished in the event of the receipt of 
amendments. 



(54) TiUe: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR CUTTING OF A WEB, FEEDING IT INTO A PROCESSING LINE AND THREADING 
IT UP THROUGH THAT LINE 

4d 




4 



/ 



2. 

( 

lb 



3b 



(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to an apparatus for cutting of a web (1) conveyed along a conveyance direction (F), and subsequent feeding and 
threading it up into a processing line, said web (1) comprising a central portion (Ic) and edges (la, lb), said apparatus comprising central 
cutting means (2a. 2b) for cutting the central portion (Ic) laterally and transversely to die conveyance direction (F)^d edge cutting means 
(3a, 3b) for cutting the edges (la. lb) transversely to the conveyance direction (F), said apparatus further comprising edge channels (4a, 
4b)* for taking up the edges (la, lb) into the processing line, said channels being substantially closed and comprising movable lids. The 
invention also provides a method for threading up a web in a processing line. The invention finally provides edge channels (4a. 4b). 
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ln!^^^p il Application No 

PCT/EP 99/00758 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 6 B65H20/14 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 6 B65H D21G F26B 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 
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